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this updated and revised second edition examines the conceptualisation and evolution of peace
in international relations ir theory the book examines the concept of peace and its usage in the
main theoretical debates in ir including realism liberalism constructivism critical theory and post
structuralism as well as in the more direct debates on peace and conflict studies it explores
themes relating to culture development agency and structure not just in terms of
representations of ir and of peace but in terms of the discipline of ir itself the work also
specifically explores the recent mantras associated with liberal and neoliberal versions of peace
which appear to have become foundational for much of the mainstream literature and for
doctrines for peace and development in the policy world analysing war has often led to the
dominance and mitigation of violence as a basic assumption in and response to the problems of
ir this study aims to redress this negative balance by arguing that the discipline offers a rich
basis for the study of peace which has advanced significantly over the last century or so it also
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proposes innovative theoretical dimensions of the study of peace with new chapters discussing
post colonial and digital developments this book will be of great interest to students of peace
and conflict studies politics and ir

this book examines the way in which peace is conceptualized in ir theory a topic which has until
now been largely overlooked the volume explores the way peace has been implicitly
conceptualized within the different strands of ir theory and in the policy world as exemplified
through practices in the peacebuilding efforts since the end of the cold war issues addressed
include the problem of how peace efforts become sustainable rather than merely inscribed in
international and state level diplomatic and military frameworks the book also explores themes
relating to culture development agency and structure it explores in particular the current
mantras associated with the liberal peace which appears to have become a foundational
assumption of much of mainstream ir and the policy world analyzing war has often led to the
dominance of violence as a basic assumption in and response to the problems of international
relations this book aims to redress the balance by arguing that ir now in fact offers a rich basis
for the study of peace

sport and physical activity are now regularly used to promote social and economic development
peacebuilding and conflict resolution on an international scale the emergence of the sport for
development and peace sdp sector comprised of governments ngos sport organizations and
others reveals a high level of institutionalization of this activity while sdp now constitutes an
important element of the scholarly analysis of sport this volume analyses and critically discusses
the central elements of and research issues within the field of sdp and also provides a series of
case studies substantive and geographic of key research it is the most holistic and far reaching
text published on this topic to date featuring multidisciplinary perspectives from world leading
researchers and practitioners from around the world the book covers a wide range of topics
including sdp structures policies and funding streams how sdp relates to human rights social
exclusion and corporate social responsibility sdp and gender sdp and disability sdp and health
sdp and homelessness and sdp and the environment the handbook of sport for development and
peace is a vital resource for researchers students and educators in the fields of sports studies
physical education sport for development and peace sport based youth development sport and
politics sociology of sport and sport policy

written by a team of experienced teachers and researchers in peace studies this book assesses
the field of peace and conflict research from its origins to the present day it introduces
influential concepts and theories and examines the processes and dynamics of peacebuilding
using case studies from around the globe the book discusses a range of key topics in peace
studies such as the meanings of peace the causes of violent political conflict peace processes
and peace agreements international peace and security peace activism and the role of civil
society human rights transitional justice and reconciliation asylum migration and borders gender
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war and peace sustainable development and peace religion conflict and peace arts sport and
peace and peace education the book will be of interest to scholars and students in peace studies
international relations security studies war and conflict studies conflict transformation as well as
anyone interested in the research and practice of peace

democracies are extremely unlikely to wage war against other democracies this main
proposition of the democratic peace theory constitutes the starting point for this volume
chapters authored by experts from different parts of the world explore the concept of
democratic peace in greater depth in relation to selected issue areas and in comparison to other
concepts such as security communities or concerts of powers the role and significance of
international organizations and gender equality for instance are discussed and assessed in this
context the objective guiding this exercise is to give an answer to the question as to whether
democratic peace and the other two concepts i e security communities and concerts of powers
can provide a solution to today s security challenges and constitute a guide to peaceful co
existence and conflict settlement so the chapters discuss intellectual frameworks at some length
at the same time reflecting on potential inferences for the outside world and highlighting
associated challenges limits or even possible adverse implications

a contemporary exploration of peace and conflict studies that is both broad and critical

the women peace and security wps agenda is celebrated as a landmark global framework for
achieving gender equality in peace and security governance its power is visible in two decades
of united nations resolutions national action plans regional initiatives and countless activist
academic and philanthropic projects yet despite this vitality it is haunted by failure as a lack of
political will and stubborn patriarchal resistance frustrate its promise this book offers a
groundbreaking critical account of the wps agenda exploring its evolution in relation to the wider
politics of global governance and feminism paul kirby and laura j shepherd argue that wps is not
a settled cohesive policy but a field in flux defined and disrupted by a growing number of
national supranational subnational and transnational agents who in turn act on an expanding
catalogue of threats from climate change to homophobia challenging traditional boundaries of
peace and security kirby and shepherd reconceptualize wps as a policy ecosystem tracing
interaction and contestation around the agenda across levels from the un security council to
military alliances to feminist activists they combine analysis of a vast dataset of policy
documents with key informant interviews and close readings of diplomacy statecraft the politics
of indigeneity counterinsurgency antimilitarism human rights and the arms trade across the first
twenty years of wps far reaching and incisive governing the feminist peace poses a provocative
question what if we abandoned the idea of the wps agenda as a unified political project
altogether

new approaches to understanding war and peace in the changing international system what
causes war how can wars be prevented scholars and policymakers have sought the answers to
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these questions for centuries although wars continue to occur recent scholarship has made
progress toward developing more sophisticated and perhaps more useful theories on the causes
and prevention of war this volume includes essays by leading scholars on contemporary
approaches to understanding war and peace the essays include expositions analyses and
critiques of some of the more prominent and enduring explanations of war several authors
discuss realist theories of war which focus on the distribution of power and the potential for
offensive war others examine the prominent hypothesis that the spread of democracy will usher
in an era of peace in light of the apparent increase in nationalism and ethnic conflict several
authors present hypotheses on how nationalism causes war and how such wars can be
controlled contributors also engage in a vigorous debate on whether international institutions
can promote peace in a section on war and peace in the changing international system several
authors consider whether rising levels of international economic independence and
environmental scarcity will influence the likelihood of war

violent conflicts today are complex and increasingly protracted involving more nonstate groups
and regional and international actors it is estimated that by 2030 the horizon set by the
international community for achieving the sustainable development goals more than half of the
world s poor will be living in countries affected by high levels of violence information and
communication technology population movements and climate change are also creating shared
risks that must be managed at both national and international levels pathways for peace is a
joint united nations world bank group study that originates from the conviction that the
international community s attention must urgently be refocused on prevention a scaled up
system for preventive action would save between us 5 billion and us 70 billion per year which
could be reinvested in reducing poverty and improving the well being of populations the study
aims to improve the way in which domestic development processes interact with security
diplomacy mediation and other efforts to prevent conflicts from becoming violent it stresses the
importance of grievances related to exclusion from access to power natural resources security
and justice for example that are at the root of many violent conflicts today based on a review of
cases in which prevention has been successful the study makes recommendations for countries
facing emerging risks of violent conflict as well as for the international community development
policies and programs must be a core part of preventive efforts when risks are high or building
up inclusive solutions through dialogue adapted macroeconomic policies institutional reform and
redistributive policies are required inclusion is key and preventive action needs to adopt a more
people centered approach that includes mainstreaming citizen engagement enhancing the
participation of women and youth in decision making is fundamental to sustaining peace as well
as long term policies to address the aspirations of women and young people

the so called ivory tower is not and never has been isolated from real world politics

this updated and revised second edition of colin gray s textbook explores the theory and
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practice of war and peace in a modern historical context
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