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while john mcphee was working on his previous book rising from the plains he happened to walk by the engineering building at the university of wyoming where words etched in
limestone said strive on the control of nature is won not given in the morning sunlight that central phrase the control of nature seemed to sparkle with unintended ambiguity bilateral
symmetrical it could with equal speed travel in opposite directions for some years he had been planning a book about places in the world where people have been engaged in all out battles
with nature about in the words of the book itself any struggle against natural forces heroic or venal rash or well advised when human beings conscript themselves to fight against the earth
to take what is not given to rout the destroying enemy to surround the base of mt olympus demanding and expecting the surrender of the gods his interest had first been sparked when he
went into the atchafalaya the largest river swamp in north america and had learned that virtually all of its waters were metered and rationed by a u s army corps of engineers project called

old river control in the natural cycles of the mississippi s deltaic plain the time had come for the mississippi to change course to shift its mouth more than a hundred miles and go down the
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atchafalaya one of its distributary branches the united states could not afford that for new orleans baton rouge and all the industries that lie between would be cut off from river commerce
with the rest of the nation at a place called old river the corps therefore had built a great fortress part dam part valve to restrain the flow of the atchafalaya and compel the mississippi to stay
where it is in iceland in 1973 an island split open without warning and huge volumes of lava began moving in the direction of a harbor scarcely half a mile away it was not only iceland s
premier fishing port accounting for a large percentage of iceland s export economy but it was also the only harbor along the nation s southern coast as the lava threatened to fill the harbor
and wipe it out a physicist named thorbjorn sigurgeirsson suggested a way to fight against the flowing red rock initiating an all out endeavor unique in human history on the big island of
hawaii one of the world s two must eruptive hot spots people are not unmindful of the icelandic example mcphee went to hawaii to talk with them and to walk beside the edges of a molten
lake and incandescent rivers some of the more expensive real estate in los angeles is up against mountains that are rising and disintegrating as rapidly as any in the world after a complex
coincidence of natural events boulders will flow out of these mountains like fish eggs mixed with mud sand and smaller rocks in a cascading mass known as debris flow plucking up trees
and cars bursting through doors and windows filling up houses to their eaves debris flows threaten the lives of people living in and near los angeles famous canyons at extraordinary
expense the city has built a hundred and fifty stadium like basins in a daring effort to catch the debris taking us deep into these contested territories mcphee details the strategies and tactics
through which people attempt to control nature most striking in his vivid depiction of the main contestants nature in complex and awesome guises and those who would attempt to wrest

control from her stubborn often ingenious and always arresting characters

in the face of the anthropogenic threats to the singular planetary habitat we share with other human beings and non human species humanities scholars feel a renewed sense of urgency 1 to
acknowledge the ways our species has funded particular histories of environmental exploitation alienation and collapse 2 to unpack inherited assumptions that impact our views of nature
and interspecies relations and 3 to suggest ways of thinking and acting that seek to repair the damage and promote mutual flourishing for all of earth inhabitants this volume brings together

scholars in philosophy theology and religion who take up this urgent ethical task from a broad range of perspectives and locations

this book offers a comprehensive exploration of the power of eco literature to inspire environmental activism and ethical stewardship it uniquely blends literary analysis environmental
advocacy and interdisciplinary perspectives to showcase how literature serves as a catalyst for global change by integrating poetry visual arts and storytelling the book provides readers with
a unique multidimensional approach to understanding the environmental crisis it stands out for its global and cultural scope drawing on indigenous narratives and cross cultural
perspectives it weaves together the works of eco literary pioneers like thoreau muir and leopold with contemporary authors such as amitav ghosh and margaret atwood the book s case
studies offer practical insights into how eco literature has influenced policy and activism making it both an intellectual resource and a guide for real world impact through practical case
studies it offers insights into how eco literature influences policy and activism making it an essential resource for scholars activists and students it serves as a bridge between academic
theory and practical application a valuable book for those interested in the intersection of literature culture and environmental justice providing the tools needed to foster a more

sustainable and ethical world
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this volume examines the work of one of the most distinguished practitioners of literary nonfiction

a guide intended to help educators and students find resources on environmental topics that will enable them to examine issues in greater depth than typical textbooks allow chapters are
divided by subject matter water biodiversity air quality global climate change energy forests food and agriculture soils mineral resources population studies waste management toxicology

and risk and environmental decision making guide appears to be most helpful for teachers in upper grade levels
an essential collection of criticism on the leading nature writers of today

twayne s united states authors english authors and world authors series present concise critical introductions to great writers and their works devoted to critical interpretation and
discussion of an author s work each study takes account of major literary trends and important scholarly contributions and provides new critical insights with an original point of view an
authors series volume addresses readers ranging from advanced high school students to university professors the book suggests to the informed reader new ways of considering a writer s
work each volume features a critical interpretive study and explication of the author s works a brief biography of the author an accessible chronology outlining the life the work and

relevant historical context aids for further study complete notes and references a selected annotated bibliography and an index a readable style presented in a manageable length

a hefty one volume reference addressing various facets of the essay entries are of five types 1 considerations of different types of essay e g moral travel autobiographical 2 discussions of
major national traditions 3 biographical profiles of writers who have produced a significant body of work in the genre 4 descriptions of periodicals important for their publication of essays

and 5 discussions of some especially significant single essays each entry includes citations for further reading and cross references annotation copyrighted by book news inc portland or

mccay assesses all of carson s significant writings her publications in newspapers and magazines her path breaking series of pamphlets on shore life for the federal government conservation
in action her essay for children and adults on keeping alive a sense of wonder at the natural world and her four books of nonfiction concluding with the controversial silent spring far from
signifying a radical shift in carson s worldview mccay writes her progression to the writing of silent spring was a logical one at first glance silent spring looks quite different from carson s

earlier benign books about the sea

the scribner writers series has set the standard for literary reference for more than 25 years in addition to addressing the lives and careers of important writers the articles discuss the themes
and styles of major works and place them in pertinent historical social and political contexts for today s readers novelists playwrights essayists poets short story writers and more recently
genre writers in science fiction and mystery are all expertly discussed in the more than 16 sets comprising this series the essays in the set combine biography criticism and in some cases

original interviews to tell the story of each author this set includes 70 biographical critical essays on such writers as rachel carson ralph waldo emerson henry david thoreau and gary snyder
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and 12 general subject essays

this encyclopedia introduces readers to american poetry fiction and nonfiction with a focus on the environment broadly defined as humanity s natural surroundings from the discovery of
america through the present the work includes biographical and literary entries on material from early explorers and colonists such as columbus bartolome de las casas and thomas harriot
native american creation myths canonical 18th and 19th century works of jefferson emerson thoreau whitman hawthorne twain dickinson and others to more recent figures such as jack
london ernest hemingway norman mailer stanley cavell rachel carson jon krakauer and al gore it is meant to provide a synoptic appreciation of how the very concept of the environment has

changed over the past five centuries offering both a general introduction to the topic and a valuable resource for high school and university courses focused on environmental issues

essays on distinctly american nature writers from the earliest to the most recent that have consistently sought to convey both their wonder at the natural world and their individual personal

experiences within it

the artistry of nonfiction is the great unexplored territory of contemporary criticism although the american book clubs now emphasize nonfiction and the new york times book review
publishes almost three times as many reviews of nonfiction as fiction critical appreciation of this work has lagged behind the art of fact is the first comprehensive examination of five of
today s most popular and important nonfiction artists gay talese tom wolfe john mcphee joan didion and norman mailer by discussing contemporary literary nonfiction in relation to the
early prose narrative forms and to the news novels of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries the opening chapter defines the discourse known as literary or artistic nonfiction dr
lounsberry then describes four characteristics of literary nonfiction and grounds these characteristics in contemporary works the five chapters which follow this introduction thoroughly
examine the works of five prominent contemporary nonfiction artists while critics to date have tended to focus on only one or two of each writer s works these chapters trace themes across
each writer s entire body of work and even project likely future directions given current artistic trajectories also addressed is the role of literary nonfiction in the american literary tradition
and how each of the five writers exemplifies a strand of nonfiction narrative the art of fact draws from personal interviews with gay talese and john mcphee and includes new
interpretations of the works of tom wolfe joan didion and norman mailer as well as unpublished material from gay talese s current book in progress the art of fact is a timely call for critical

appreciation of the artistry of nonfiction and offers valuable insights to both students and fans of contemporary nonfiction

seminar paper from the year 2025 in the subject english language and literature studies other grade 1 3 university of gottingen language english abstract this study offers a focused and
thought provoking analysis of martha mcphee s dear money exploring how the pursuit of wealth reshapes identity challenges creative authenticity and imposes subtle yet enduring
emotional and social costs through the transformation of india palmer from a struggling novelist to an emerging figure in high finance the work reveals how late capitalist culture blends

aspiration with alienation wealth appears to promise security and reinvention yet the novel exposes how this promise often results in profound personal fragmentation drawing on the
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theories of jean baudrillard fredric jameson and thorstein veblen the analysis demonstrates how financial ambition operates not only as an economic force but as a symbolic performance
that shapes self worth india s fascination with signs of success from elegant clothing to real estate illustrates how outward displays increasingly define personal value in a culture driven by
spectacle at the same time her artistic identity becomes gradually absorbed into market logic echoing jameson s critique of creativity under late capitalism a central focus of the study is the
emotional and gendered dimension of india s rise using insights from feminist economic theory the work shows how professional environments demand a polished composed persona that
requires constant emotional regulation india s journey highlights the hidden pressures placed on women in competitive spaces pressures that reward ambition while simultaneously
undermining authenticity through close textual readings the study links narrative form and psychological depth revealing how mcphee s fragmented chronology mirrors india s inner
disorientation ultimately the analysis argues that the allure of wealth conceals a deeper cost the erosion of genuine selfhood the commodification of emotion and the reinforcement of

systemic inequities dear money thus becomes a powerful reflection of the tensions between aspiration and identity in contemporary society

in 2005 dennis van norman climbed into a kayak for the first time to spend an afternoon huck finning down the mississippi river with his son and grandson little did he know that what
started as an innocent eight mile kayaking introduction would eventually become a passion or an addiction he spent thirteen years from his sixties through his mid seventies kayaking the
length of the mississippi bit by bit traveling more than 2 500 river miles from northern minnesota to the southern tip of louisiana in a boat built for one threading a kayak down the
mississippi is the story of how one traveler fully experienced and embraced the mississippi river and its surroundings in the vein of jonathan raban s old glory dennis s account casts light on
the mississippi river s history geography and sociology but it is a book about more than the river itself it s also about the individuals and characters living along the mississippi s shores from
the local foods and music to the customs and history each experience is sandwiched between moments of pure serenity and those of sheer terror this is the story of a journey of discovery on
the country s most celebrated waterway and an exploration of the wonderment joy and fear that will inevitably grab hold of you when you re sitting alone in a fourteen foot plastic boat on

america s greatest river

kent ryden does not deny that the natural landscape of new england is shaped by many centuries of human manipulation but he also takes the view that nature is everywhere close to home
as well as in more remote wilderness in the city and in the countryside inlandscape with figures he dissolves the border between culture and nature to merge ideas about nature experiences
in nature and material alterations of nature ryden takes his readers from the printed page directly to the field and back again he often bypasses books and goes to the trees from which they
are made and the landscapes they evoke then returns with a renewed appreciation for just what an interdisciplinary historically informed approach can bring to our understanding of the
natural world by exploring mcphee s the pine barrens and ehrlich s the solace of open spaces the coastal fiction of new england surveying and thoreau s the maine woods maine s abandoned

cumberland and oxford canal and the natural bases for new england s historical identity ryden demonstrates again and again that nature and history are kaleidoscopically linked

the national quarterly on local government law
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environmental literature an encyclopedia of works authors and themes examines the works of explorers scientists environmentalists ecologists conservationists and nature writers as well as

novelists and poets each entry includes end of entry references and cross references to relevant works a bibliography and comprehensive index round out this handy encyclopedia book
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